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CIA Espionage Case Delayed 

Action Seen as Opening Door to Bargaining by Ames Couple 


By Walter Pincus and Bill Miller 

Washington Post Staff Writers 

Defense lawyers and prosecu- 
tors in the case of alleged spy 
Aldrich H. Ames and his wife 
have agreed to delay any indict- 
ment of the two, a move that in- 
dicates the couple may be nego- 
tiating guilty pleas, according to 
legal sources. 

The two-page agreement, 
signed by attorneys and the cou- 
ple, was approved yesterday by a 
judge in U.S. District Court in 
Alexandria. It delays an indict- 
ment for at least 30 more days, 
from the previous deadline of 
next Wednesday, and provides 
for prosecutors to give defense 
lawyers an early look at the ev- 
idence they have accumulated. 

Guilty pleas frequently are 
reached in major spy cases. The 
government sometimes can offer 
consideration at sentencing in re- 
turn for the accused’s help in iden- 
tifying others who have engaged 
in espionage, the sources said. 

“If Ames can give up four or 
five people, particularly if they 
are U.S. citizens in this country, 
the government will sit up and 
take notice,” said one lawyer who 
has handled spy cases. 

Prosecutors also want to get 
the early cooperation of the couple 
so the CIA can assess damage 
done to national security and avoid 
a cumbersome trial in which in- 
formation about covert activities 
must be declassified before it can 
be discussed publicly. 

Any deal would have political 
as well as legal overtones and 
would require the approval of 
Attorney General Janet Reno and 
the White House. One govern- 
ment official familiar with the 
case warned that the couple’s 
bargaining power could be offset 
by a strong desire among the 
public for retribution. 

Attorneys for Ames and his 
wife, Maria del Rosario Casas 
Ames, declined to discuss any plea 
negotiations, as did prosecutors. 
But others said the agreement 


sends a signal that the delicate 
stage of discussions has begun. 

“It’s obvious this extension is to 
the strategic advantage of both 
parties,” said Henry Hudson, a 
former U.S. attorney who nego- 
tiated numerous pre-indictment 



pleas in similarly complicated 
cases during his years as a pros- 
ecutor. “It gives both the oppor- 
tunity to see if they can work out a 
negotiated resolution.” 

At this point, according to an- 
other lawyer who handled the 
defense in a major spy case, “the 
government wants to impress on 
the defense the solid nature of its 
case as an incentive for the al- 
leged spy to tell all.” 

The future of their 5-year-old 
son, Paul, gives Ames and his 
wife a major incentive to try to 
limit their jail time. An indication 
of their concern for the boy came 
in a motion filed yesterday by 
Plato Cacheris, Aldrich Ames's 
lawyer, that seeks to unfreeze a 
small share of the family's as- 
sets — $6,000 — to help cover 
expenses for the boy, who, the 
motion says, “is being well cared 
for by family and friends.” 

In the case of Ames, who may 
have been responsible for the 
biggest security breach in CIA 
history, the government wants to 
know not only what materials he 
turned over to the Soviets and 
Russians in the last 10 years, but 
also the identities of individuals 
he dealt with or learned about in 
the espionage network in which 
he operated. 

A former CIA counterintelli- 
gence official said, “The govern- 
ment wants Ames to take part in 
a full debriefing of his activities 
for the Soviets and Russians over 
the past 10 years, starting with 
when and how he was recruited. 
It also wants his cooperative par- 
ticipation in the damage review 
that already is under way. And, 
finally, it wants him to identify 
any American or other citizens 
that he knows who are now work- 
ing for the Russians or have in 
the past.” 

Assistant U.S. Attorney Mark 
J. Hulkower began presenting 
evidence to a grand jury within 
two days of the Ameses' Feb. 21 
arrest, sources said, and had in- 
tended to seek an indictment af- 
ter additional testimony Tues- 
day. Based on evidence revealed 
in court papers, authorities have 
assembled a case that could in- 
clude charges such as conspiracy, 
espionage, money-laundering and 
income tax violations. 


If Ames and his wife negotiate 
an early plea, however, prosecu- 
tors could choose not to seek in- 
dictments at all. Instead they 
could file papers spelling out only 
those charges and facts that 
Ames and his wife agree to ad- 
mit. The amount of damaging 
evidence publicly revealed 
against the couple would be lim- 
ited — not only aiding them at 
sentencing, but keeping secret 
information that authorities 
might want to develop in pursu- 
ing accomplices of Ames or oth- 
ers now under investigation by 
the FBI and CIA. 

The government already has 
hesitated to disclose facts in the 
case. There has been limited in- 
formation released in a court af- 
fidavit and in testimony at three 
hearings so far. The sole govern- 
ment witness has been Leslie G. 
Wiser Jr., the FBI agent in 
charge of the investigation. 

Wiser has tried in his testimo- 
ny to confine himself to informa- 
tion included in a 39-page affida- 
vit that his supervisors cleared 
for public release. 

The case of Jonathan Jay Pol- 
lard and his wife, Anne, arrested 
in November 1985 on charges of 
delivering secret government 
documents to Israel, offers some 
interesting parallels with the 
Ames case, other sources said. 

Pollard, a former Navy coun- 
terintelligence analyst who gave 
information to the Israelis, at- 
tempted to take full blame for his 
actions when he was arrested and 
asked that his wife be released. 

Six months later, after extend- 
ed negotiations, Pollard pleaded 
guilty to one count of participat- 
ing in an espionage conspiracy 
directed by Israeli officials. At 
the same time, his wife pleaded 
guilty to two lesser charges. 

Pollard was sentenced in 
March 1987 to life in prison. His 
wife was given a five-year term. 

A similar package could be ar- 
ranged in the Ames case. Al- 
though sources said it will be dif- 
ficult for prosecutors to agree to 
lenient treatment for Aldrich 
Ames, it might be possible to 
come up with an agreement that 
would free Rosario Ames after a 
reasonable amount of prison time 
to care for their son. 



